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SBA award winners reflect experience and
expertise combined with boldness and
fresh perspectives

By Jenna Frazier

San Diego County’s small business
owners and advocates received recogni-
tion at the June 2 Small Business Awards
Luncheon at the Town and Country Resort
& Convention Center in Mission Valley.
Keynote speaker was Jim Hammersley,
deputy assistant administrator for the Office
of Policy and Strategic Planning for the
U.S. Small Business Administration. Five
business owners will receive SBA awards
in five categories.

“As America celebrates 57 years of
SBA’s existence, this is an excellent op-
portunity to honor the small businesses that
have helped make our nation great,” said

P

SBA San Diego District Director Ruben
Garcia.

Nominated by business organizations.
chambers of commerce and trade associa-
tions, the candidates are reviewed by a
local panel that selects winners in various
categories. Nominees are then sent to the
regional office in Los Angeles for judging.
and finally submitted for national consid-
eration.

The 2010 SBA winners reflect experi-
ence and expertise combined with boldness
and fresh perspectives. Their dedication
to providing high-quality products and
services has led to personal success and
mspiration for other ventures.

Award Winners

Thomas M. McGowan, president and
founder of McGowan Enterprises, will
receive the Veteran-Owned Business of the
Year award for providing efficient pharma-
ceutical products and services to hospitals,
home infusion providers, clinics and inde-
pendent compounding pharmacies nation-
wide through Acute Care Pharmaceuticals.

With over 30 years in the pharmaceuti-
cal industry. McGowan received his initial
training as a Navy Medical Corpsmen in
1972. Notable contributions include cus-
tomized cardiac. anaphylactic and trauma
kits — known as CAT Kits — as well as an
innovative line of disposable clean room
supplies.

Rachel Welland, owner and coordina-

Rachel Welland, owner and coordinator of Bliss Events, received the Tom McGowan of McGowan Enterprises, recipient of the Veteran-Owned
Business of the Year award.

Women-Owned Business of the Year award.
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