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REMEMBER WHEN 
LEARNING WAS 
THIS MUCH FUN?
Reignite your interest in Jewish 
education at AJE's ®fth annual 
Yom Limmud

HIP AND JEWISH IN 
HUNGARY
In Budapest, Jews preserve 
the past but look to the 
future

FILLING 
GRANDMA'S SHOES
Judy Kaye stars in the 
Old Globe's ªLost in 
Yonkersº

EVENT PLANNERS 
FOR TZEDAKAH
Two young entrepreneurs 
take on wedding planning 
and mitzvah making
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In high school during the `90s, Rachel Welland became involved with Jewish youth groups 
like the National Federation of Temple Youth and B'nai Brith Youth Organization as its 
regional newsletter editor in her hometown of Tulsa, Okla. Welland said the experiences gave 
her con®dence.
 ª[I learned] leadership, taking responsibility and ful®lling obligations,º Welland says. ªI 
learned the Jewish values of being honest and working with integrity and humility.º
 At the same time in San Antonio, Texas, high school student Staci Tiras-Jones was also 
highly involved in BBYO, eventually becoming president of her local chapter. She also 
served on the regional board as secretary and on the international board as membership vice 
president, building her interpersonal, multitasking and event-planning skills.
 Last year, in San Diego, Jones and Welland crossed paths through their families, who 
had been friends years earlier. Two and a half years ago Welland purchased Bliss Events, an 
wedding- and event-planning business, and made it her own. One year ago she expanded so 
much that she needed a second event planner, so she brought Tiras-Jones onboard. The pair's 
experiences in the Jewish community led them not only to be able to draw on their skills 

Of Wedding Planning 
and Mitzvah Making

Two busy young entrepreneurs use their 
event-planning skills to bene®t themselves and others
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to become wedding planners, but their experiences gave them the desire to 
give back to the community once again. Last September, they collaborated 
to help form JFS's Emerging Leaders program, in which they use their event 
planning skills to coordinate the assistance of other young socially minded 
Jewish professionals who offer their creative expertise and professional skills 
to support the work of JFS. (Additionally, Welland has volunteered on the 
JFS Heart and Soul Gala committee for four years and volunteers weekly at 
the JFS College Avenue Older Adult Center.)

Bliss Events
Under the direction of Welland and Tiras-Jones, Bliss Events offers clients 
everything from full-service event planning to basic design and d!cor 
assistance. Welland and Tiras-Jones both emphasize the importance of their 
Jewish backgrounds to planning Jewish weddings. It gives them an edge, 
they say, over non-Jewish wedding planners.
 ªKnowing the traditions and having a full understanding, not only of 
the true pronunciation, but also what the meanings are, [makes us more 
quali®ed],º Tiras-Jones says. ªIt's helpful to understand what your clients are 
talking about. Like when they say to you, `We're having a kosher wedding,' 
they know exactly what level of kashrut, and we have that same level of 
knowledge¼I think it's that you speak the same language, so it's helpful 
not only to organize their wedding but also to help guide them through the 
traditions.º 
 Before she bought Bliss Events, Welland earned a bachelor's degree in 
interior design from the University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kan., giving her 

Staci Tiras-Jones (left) and Rachel Welland make up the core of Bliss 
Events and together helped to co-found JFS's Emerging Leaders.
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a solid foundation in d!cor and design of event spaces. 
 Event coordinator Tiras-Jones adds a different component to Bliss Events. 
Trained in hotel and restaurant management, she began in the wedding 
industry as a catering manager before joining forces with Welland. 
 ªI never even thought about the event business,º she says. ªIt sort of fell 
into my lap, and it's been an amazing ®t.º

The Emergence of Emerging Leaders
Before Emerging Leaders, there was JFS's Mentors and Mitzvahs, which 
Tiras-Jones helped to co-found with Welland's husband. Essentially the 
predecessor to Emerging Leaders and similar in design, Mentors and 
Mitzvahs was completely run by volunteers and eventually slowed when 
leaders became too busy to devote time to it, says Shana Hazan, JFS 
af®nity group coordinator. The program dismantled, and soon afterward 
Hazan came on the development board with the goal of creating new 
af®nity groups Ð speci®cally, one comprised of socially minded young 
professionals and focused on service, philanthropy and leadership 
development, which didn't exist anywhere in the community, Hazan says.
 ªWe thought we were in a great position to provide leadership training for 
community service and hands-on ways to get involved in the work of JFS 
and make a difference with the community,º Hazan says.
 In its four months of existence, Emerging Leaders has attracted 30 
members in their 20s and 30s just as eager a Welland and Tiras-Jones to 
implement their professional skills when giving back to the community. 
Upcoming events include volunteering at Hand Up Youth Food Pantry's 
military distribution at Camp Pendleton in February and partnering with 
the JFS College Avenue Older Adult Center in July, among others.
 ªThe group has really formed at a good time, because we've really been able 
to grasp onto [the members] who are ready to make a serious commitment 
and who want to be a part of something,º Welland says.
 Like Emerging Leaders' other members, Welland and Tiras-Jones have 
committed to contributing their professional skills to the betterment of 
the program and to JFS.
 ªThey take their event-planning expertise and put it to use for Emerging 
Leaders,º Hazan says. ªThe secret to their success and why they're involved 
in the community is the importance of philanthropy¼both Rachel and 
Staci are tremendous assets to Emerging Leaders.º
 It probably doesn't hurt, either, that they're becoming even more practiced 
as event planners through they're volunteerism and expanding their 
professional network, which only helps Bliss Events. Talk about a win-win 
for everyone. A

· For more information on JFS's Emerging Leaders, contact Shana Hazan at 
(858) 637-3363 or visit www.jfssd.org. For more information on Bliss Events, 
call (619) 252-1058 or visit www.blissevent.com. 
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ªI never even thought about the event 
business. It sort of fell into my lap, and it's 
been an amazing ®t.º

SAVE YOUR HOME With GRN
Millions of  people are facing foreclosure, home values are being 
decimated, unscrupulous loan modi!cation !rms are "eecing the 
public and the government is touting major success by claiming they 
have helped just 650,000 homeowners. Who can you trust to help 
you?

GetRescuedNow.com (GRN) was established in the wake of  the 
!nancial crisis to educate homeowners on how they can make their 
mortgage payments more affordable. GRN gives homeowners a free 
over-the-phone mortgage evaluation and has also compiled a set of  
documents that lenders recognize, which is available for free on the 
Web site.

GRN believes in taking a grassroots approach to helping people by 
reaching out to the community and touching the lives of  hardworking 
Americans. GRN’s Lender Sync program provides homeowners with 
live personal assistance in completing all lender documents and guides 
them through the process.

In an endless sea of  despair, Get Rescued Now will get you back on 
board. For more information, contact 1-800-948-2082 or go to 
www.getrescuednow.com

THANK YOU!
for making the 2010 

Jewish 411 such a success!
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